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When a Storm Threatens It's Time to Increase Your Hold on Your Boat! 
 
With the recent rash of powerful storms that have been lashing the U.S. in recent days and weeks, 
boaters need to take extra precautions to safe guard their boats as well as other boats that are in 
their area. 
 
Whether it’s a summer thunderstorm or a winter Nor’easter, boats need to be firmly secured to their 
moorings to survive hazardous weather. 
 
Depending on how you dock or moor your boat, think about adding more lines, specifically spring 
lines.   Make sure your chocks are securely fastened on both your boat as well as the dock.  Add 
extra chafe gear to protect your lines.  Depending on the circumstances, think about relocating your 
boat to either a more protected area or having the boat pulled from the water altogether.  
 
If you attach your boat to a mushroom anchor, lay on extra scope as well as chafing gear. Make sure 
your new arc (swing) doesn't collide with nearby boats.  Double check your rode and its connections 
from and to the shackles.  Look for damaged line as it may part under heavy stress. If all of this 
sounds like a foreign language they you definitely want to consider taking a Boating Skills and 
Seamanship course offered by your local Coast Guard Auxiliary unit. 
 
Remember, it is your responsibility to make sure your boat is securely anchored/docked.  Do not rely 
on your marina, as they will have other issues to deal with in an unexpected or even expected foul 
weather situation. 
 
To find out more about boating safety and seamanship courses offered by the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
visit: http://nws.cgaux.org/visitors/pe_visitor/index.html  
 
The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the uniformed civilian component of the United States Coast Guard. These 
men and women can be found on the nation's waterways, in the air, in classrooms and on the dock, performing 
Maritime Domain Awareness patrols, safety patrols, vessel safety checks and public education.  

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary was founded in 1939 by an Act of Congress as the U.S. Coast Guard 
Reserve and re-designated as the Auxiliary in 1941. Over 29,000 members donate millions of hours annually in support 
of Coast Guard missions.  

For more information on the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, visit us at http://www.cgaux.org/ or 
http://www.auxpa.org/ .  

###

http://www.auxpa.org/
http://nws.cgaux.org/visitors/pe_visitor/index.html
http://www.cgaux.org/
http://www.auxpa.org/

